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Gill Blowers Nursery School 
Discover together- our voice, our values and our vision

The Literacy Policy

This policy references the EYFS Specific Area Literacy Development

Rationale

Early literacy is helping children to develop the skills they will need to become successful readers and writers. At Gill Blowers Nursery School we are committed to fostering the acquisition of early literacy skills and knowledge critical to the development of a child's ability to read and write; we will work in partnership with parents and deliver this aspect of learning in an enabling literacy rich learning environment.

Aims and Objectives
· To encourage children to enjoy books and to develop emergent reading skills and a love of reading
· To develop phonological awareness and to teach the foundations of knowledge and skills related to the acquisition of reading

· To develop a scheme of work which includes assessment for learning.

· To encourage parents to share books with their child in shared reading times 
Expected Outcomes

At the end of their nursery education, we expect that most children will: 

· Refer to the words on display and comment upon known letters

· Willingly mark make for a variety of reasons
· Learn pre literacy skills and knowledge including listening and speaking.

· Become confident emergent readers and writers

· Use books with care and be able to retell simple stories in their own words- playing schools in the library

· Develop an awareness of the differing texts from other cultures

· Make significant progress in their individual learning
Implementation
Staff implement this policy through:

· Providing an excellent role model of being literate by providing a rich literate learning environment.
· Using Sign for Phonics to embed grapheme/phoneme knowledge

· Following the Letter and Sounds phonic programme 
· Having reading books that are phonetically decodable

· Planning and delivering story times to small groups of children using props as appropriate and to encourage children to enjoy handling and looking at books with care

· Providing books and stories from other cultures

· Using accurate assessment to inform teacher planning

· Differentiating learning, where appropriate to enhance and consolidate learning

· Supporting the development of the higher and lower achieving children through pupil progress intervention

· Analysing attainment and progress to inform children’s next steps of learning

· Ensuring opportunities for Literacy are planned for daily
Monitoring the implementation

SLT/Middle Management will monitor a selection of samples of work from each class; undertake observations of both practitioners and children. Then complete gap analysis using both learning journals, planning and LATS data.  Feedback will be given to identify areas of strength and areas for improvement.

Record Keeping and Assessment

Guidelines for record keeping and assessment are as follows:

· Assessment should take place through observation of the children during sessions and positive verbal feedback should be given to pupils about their progress

· Assessments should inform future planning (AfL)

· Practitioners should report children’s individual progress and curriculum coverage to parents in annual reports and at consultation meetings

· Any classroom support should be deployed in the most appropriate and effective way, promoting access to the curriculum
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