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Gill Blowers Nursery School 

Discover together- our voice, our values and our vision

Understanding the World Policy

This policy will reference the Early Years Foundation Stage Specific Area Understanding the World
Rationale

Understanding the World involves enabling children to have access to a rich and varied curriculum that includes practical activities including technology and participation in events so that they learn to value and respect different ways of life and cultures and to develop a positive, caring attitude towards others.
Aims and Objectives
· To provide opportunities, resources and relevant language to gain practical experience and build their understanding of the world
· To give sufficient time, space and encouragement to discover and use new vocabulary, practical skills, ideas, concepts and the language of science and technology during child initiated activities in their own play

· To consolidate and extend their learning through activities and events which give real and first hand experiences

· To have access to appropriate ICT equipment

· To promote curiosity and exploration

· To promote questioning why things happen and how things work

· To have an understanding of cultures, beliefs and occupations in their community

Expected Outcomes

At the end of their nursery education, we expect that most children will: 

· Be able to care and respect their culture and the culture of others

· Care for their environment and living things

· Develop their ICT skills

· Question and comment on things in their natural world, noticing similarities and differences
· Notice familiar landmarks from their community
Implementation
Staff will implement the policy through:
· Providing an indoor and outdoor environment, which encourages the children to be curious and enables children to discover things for themselves through practical situations
· Supporting children to learn at their own pace and to differentiate, providing access for all levels of ability

· Extending children’s language as they play and take part in everyday activities, developing their questioning skills and curiosity of their environment

· Valuing children’s attempts at recording their own discoveries 

· Supporting children’s use of communication to understand the world around them
· Differentiating learning, where appropriate to enhance and consolidate learning

· Supporting the development of the higher and lower achieving children through pupil progress intervention

· Analysing attainment and progress to inform children’s next steps of learning

· Ensuring opportunities for Understanding the World are planned for daily

Monitoring the implementation
SLT/Middle Management will monitor a selection of samples of work from each class; undertake observations of both practitioners and children. Then complete gap analysis using both learning journals, planning and LATS data.  Feedback will be given to identify areas of strength and areas for improvement.

Record Keeping and Assessment

Guidelines for record keeping and assessment are as follows:

· Assessment should take place through observation of the children during sessions and specific, positive verbal feedback should be given to pupils about their progress

· Assessments should inform future planning (AfL)

· Practitioners should report children’s individual progress and curriculum coverage to parents in annual reports and at consultation meetings

· Any classroom support should be deployed in the most appropriate and effective way, promoting access to the curriculum
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